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Magstimey Herut

"Whether good or bad, whether easy or diffiegtt, whethefcheap or expensive - this is my Land." (Ze'ev
Jabotinsky)

Goals of the movement:

1. Ensure the Jewish people's right to independent self-definition, liberty, security, democratic-liberal
governance

Ensure equal rights and social justice in the Jewish people's historical homeland - Eretz Israel

Promote understanding, tolerance and unity within the Jewish people, across Zionism's ideological spectrum
Encourage aliya and settlement throughout Israel

Maintain and strengthen Israeli sovereignty in Jerusalem

Ensure and safeguard the human rights and freedom of Jews around the globe

N oy AN

Preserve Israel's Jewish character and centrality in the life of the Jewish people.

Major projects

1. Hebrew language study with Herut North America
The World Herut alliance encourages Hebrew
language study at the movement branches, as a :
means of strengthening Jewish unity and the sense Al Vi
of connection with Israel. In the past few months a
Hebrew study pilot program has been operating in
two US cities, Gary and Kokomo, Indiana. Teachers
use the Diaspora Activities Department's Tachles
materials. We aim to open Hebrew study groups at
all movement branches around the world.

2. Unity project
Out of sensitivity to the uniqueness and importance
of all subgroups within the Jewish people, the
movement is working to reach small, remote
communities.
The project aims to connect "unaffiliated" Jews
and generate dialogue between Jews of all ethnic
backgrounds, streams and traditions. The work is
being carried out with sensitivity, understanding, and
consideration for the "way" of each specific community.
We are connecting communities in Africa and Asia with
large communities in North America and Europe.
Photo: Magshimey Herut staff
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Bluai Brith Juternational

Major areas of activity

1. Support Israel and Zionist values
2. Promote human rights and provide humanitarian aid

3. Honor our elders — operating the largest Jewish sheltered housing system in the US, and advancing issues of
importance to senior citizens and their families

4. Promote education for coexistence and tolerance.

Sample activities:

1. Throughout the year B'nai B'rith engaged in activity
vis-a-vis the UN (where it has held official NGO
status since 1947), the European Union and the US
and other governments, aimed at reinforcing Israel's
status and advancing Jewish community interests.
The B'nai B'rith president and CEO traveled to Tbilisi
and Baku to meet with the heads of the Georgian
and Azerbaijani governments, worked to keep the
Palestinian Authority from being admitted to the
World Tourism Organization, and supported the
reappointment of a special US government envoy to
combat anti-Semitism.

Photo: International B'nai B'rith President Gary P.
Salzman (center) and CEO Daniel S. Mariaschin
(right), with Georgian Prime Minister Giorgi
Kvirikashvili (Left).

2. B'nai B'rith launched and hosted numerous
delegations to Israel from abroad, aiming to give
influential parties a glimpse of the real Israel. Among
these delegations was a group of distinguished scientists and historians from
Uruguay and the Netherlands.

S .| I
3. B'nai B'rith builds bridges and relationships between Israel and Diaspora Jewry.

The organization confers the Award for Journalism Recognizing Excellence in —
Diaspora Reportage, fostering quality journalism that informs Israelis about R
Jewish communities abroad. This year the US Ambassador to Israel, David ' £
Friedman (pictured), delivered the guest address, in his first public appearance Lo & l_

since being appointed to his post.
Photo: Ambassador Friedman speaking at the journalism award ceremony

4. B'nai B'rith also engages in Jewish solidarity-building efforts, such as
recognizing Jews who rescued Jews during the
Holocaust, and the memorial project Unto Each
Person There is a Name.

Photo: ceremony honoring Jews who rescued Jews
during the Holocaust, with the participation of a
representative of the Embassy of the Netherlands,
at the Scroll of Fire Plaza — a joint project of B'nai
B'rith and KKL-INF.
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Liberal Center Movement — HaNoar Halsioni

The Liberal Center Movement — HaNoar HaTzioni is a Zionist alliance with four main ideological underpinnings:
1. Zionism —relating to Jewish nationalism;

2. Humanism - regarding relations between the individual and society;

3. Liberal-socialist outlook — regarding the socioeconomic system;
4

. And pluralism — pertaining to relations between different religious/philosophical streams within Judaism and
in other spheres.

The alliance is active today in many countries in the Jewish world, usually in conjunction with the global
educational movement that shares its outlook (HaNoar HaTzioni). Movement activists strive to deepen
connections with Israel, hold seminars, play an active role in Zionist federation efforts, and are in continuous
contact with the Israeli leadership.

Photos from movement events/activities:

Genia Lvova, our
representative
in Russia,
reports to the
alliance heads
during her visit
to Israel.

Young leaders' meeting in
Montevideo, Uruguay,

David Manor, veteran alliance
treasurer, receives an Honorar
Fellow certificate from the WZO
heads at ZGC 37/2

Alliance management at
work meeting in Israel

Young movement activists at
Zionist Quiz
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around
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Werl) Contodoration of Llnited 2 Lionists

The Confederation is involved in three-dreas in Israel. Its Israeli activity center is the Confederation House in
Jerusalem, from which we advance the cause of Zionism and strengthen Israeli and "melting-pot" values through
cultural activity:

*Cultural absorption of the Ethiopian Jewish immigrant community
*Outreach to Israel's neighbors through music and performance
*Promoting Hebrew language through support and gatherings of Hebrew-language artists and writers.

Abroad, the Confederation is involved mainly with the six youth movements active in the UK, Hehalutz LaMerhav
in Argentina, HaShahar in Russia, FZY, Yehuda HaTzair in the US, World Tzofim Tzabar (Israeli Scouts), and Dor
Hadash in Mexico. The Confederation also supports Zionist federations around the world, strengthening them
through presence and activity in Jewish/Zionist communities.

Major projects

1. International Oud Festival 2016
The Festival attracted Israeli and Arab artists and
connected Jerusalem residents through music and
cultural festivities.

2. Purim festivities in the Mariupol community,
Ukraine.
Gladdened the hearts of community members and
garnered support for Israel. The parties were held in
areas where Jews are in distress; in this case, Jews
living in a war zone.

3. SER Café in Argentina
Intended for university students/degree holders, to
ensure continuity of the HeHalutz LaMerhav youth
movement and to retain the movement graduates as
activists.

BRERAULY
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World Likud

Director-General’s Message - Yifat Ovadia-Lusky

Dear Friends,

This year, once again, we played an active role in the hasbara effort on behalf of the State of Israel and
settlement in all parts of Eretz Israel. Over the past year we led an active struggle to raise awareness and counter
the BDS movements that want to harm Israel both politically and in everyday life — tourism, the economy, trade,
and more. We believe that the real answer to BDS is support for settlement throughout Israel.

We initiated and participated in several settlement-honoring events that attracted tens of thousands of people
from all over Israel. We launched the Holiday Gift from the Center of the World (Lev HaOlam) project, which
encourages our friends abroad to buy made-in-Israel holiday presents.

We call upon World Likud representatives abroad to take part in Israeli hasbara wherever they may be. We have
produced a booklet for your use, entitled Questions and Answers in Light of the Present Hasbara Challenges.

We have also continued to be active on the Israeli social plane. We participated in local and national fundraising
days benefiting important social service, health, and social justice objectives. We were also thrilled by the
performance of the Shalva Band, composed of people with special needs. The band played at the World Likud
Board of Governors meeting.

| wish for all of us a year of productive activity and contribution to homeland and community. Shana Tova.

Major projects

1. World Likud Board of Governors session
World Likud Board of Governors members from Israel and
abroad gathered in Jerusalem to discuss ideological and social
issues. The Beketzev HaShalva Choir, whose performers are
people with special needs, gave a stirring performance.

2. Countering BDS
On International Holocaust Day we presented a
hasbara booklet containing real answers to the false
charges against Israel.
Before Passover we launched a joint project with Lev
HaOlam (Center of the World) and called upon our
friends in Israel and abroad to fight BDS and buy fine
holiday gifts produced in Judea and Samaria.

AL

3. Eventsaluting 50 years of settlement in Judea and
Samaria
Over six hundred World Likud members toured the
Binyamin region and participated in an event in ancient o UF_IL'l:-l_aa.'».u gl
Shilo marking 50 years of settlement in Judea and vy 3w
Samaria. The event was attended by members from all parts

of Israel and from World Likud branches around the world. ;’
A certificate of recognition was awarded to Leon Reich, %
Chair of World Likud's South Africa branch in honor of his
A+

WG

immigration to Israel.
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Major activities

Establish and reinforce communal-Zionist organizational infrastructures in the Diaspora
Educational-communal activity to strengthen Jewish identity and the connection with Israel

Raise awareness of Diaspora Jewry within Israel's Religious Zionist sector. The need to mobilize for shlichut
and the importance of strengthening the relationship with Diaspora Jewry.

Train shlichim for meaningful positions in the Diaspora

Major projects

1.

Establishing the Religious Zionist Shlichut Center,

which unites all of the shlichut organizations associated
with Religious Zionism — to foster cooperation and joint
strategic thinking, and to advance the cause of shlichut. In
this framework we held several campaigns. In February we
held a large informational conference on shlichut for the
public at large that was attended by representatives of the
organizations, and in August we held

a farewell gathering for 300 shlichim
departing for shlichut in the communities.

A large international conference marking
fifty years since Jerusalem'’s reunification
was held in May, with the participation

of 3000 leaders and representatives

of Diaspora Jewish communities and
recent immigrants to Israel. The 4-day
conference included lectures, excursions,
and encounters with Israeli leaders; there
was also a big event at the Jerusalem gathering for
International Convention Center featuring 300 departing
the three paratroopers from the iconic shlichim
photograph symbolizing Jerusalem's liberation. The purpose 3
of the conference was to strengthen Diaspora Jewry's sense of
connection with Israel and Jerusalem.

Informational
conference on
shlichut

Farewell

Shalhevet program to train shlichim for meaningful positions
in the Diaspora Jewish communities.

Weekly encounters are held in Jerusalem over the course of two
years, for young English-speakers with leadership potential. The
participants are trained by highly-qualified lecturers in a variety
of fields relevant to leadership, education,
and community work. The program offers a
stipend to its participants.

This September we welcomed the program's
third group, comprising 68 young men and
women.




Over the KM _ e Lionist Movement

Major activities

Most of the movement's activities are informed by insights gleaned from the demographic research of Sergio
Della Pergola of Hebrew University. In brief: the fact that 60% of the world's Jews do not live in Israel, and that
the vast majority of them (over 90%) do not plan to immigrate to Israel in the foreseeable future, means that
most of Zionist attention should be directed toward strengthening and cultivating Diaspora Jewry's sense of
connection to the State of Israel and the Zionist idea.

1. Launch a user-friendly (Orthodox) conversion program throughout Europe, under the guidance of Rabbi David
Ben-Nissan, aimed at assisting those wishing to join the Jewish people.

2. Counter all manifestations of the new anti-Semitism, and foster cooperation with European governmental
bodies and the Israeli Foreign and Strategic Affairs ministries.

3. Support growing Israeli communities in the Diaspora through specific programs that we operate in the US,
Germany, Canada, Italy, the UK and Switzerland.

4. Humanitarian projects in the Diaspora to assist non-Jewish populations, in accordance with Jewish values.

Major projects

1. Israeli film festival in London, Berlin, Amsterdam, Santiago
Each year this project brings Israeli cinematic creations to
European and South American theaters. It introduces Israeli
culture to the world, warms the hearts of Israelis and
Jews living abroad, and provides a bridge for cultural
cooperation. Three special women stand behind the
project: Odelia Haroush, Patty Hochman, and Anat
KKoren —a member of Over the Rainbow and the UK
delegation to the Zionist Congress.

2. Conference on Shared Israel-UK Strategic Objectives
An annual forum for bi-lateral talks between Israeli
and UK heads of government and public officials on
countering terrorism and anti-Semitism, held at the
Palace of Westminster. The activity undermines the
BDS movement and its threats of arrest warrants for Over the Rainbow guests at the Conference, who are
sponsored by the UK government.

=

3. Monument to Jewish soldiers who served in regular armies during World War Il
A million and a half Jews fought in the Allied armies, half a million of them in
the Red Army, half a million in the US army, and half a million in the rest of the
Allied forces. A quarter of a million fell in battle, while 300,000 were wounded.
History has all but forgotten the unique situation in which they found
themselves. In November 2016 Over the Rainbow dedicated a monument to
their memory, in the presence of Sephardi Chief Rabbi Shlomo Amar and the
President of the Parliament of Bremen (Germany), Christian Weber.

4. Assisting civil war refugees from Syria and Iraq
During 2016-2017 the movement raised scholarship funds for 70 Syrian
refugee students whose studies were interrupted when they fled to
Europe during the civil war. The project, which benefits from European
university and governmental cooperation, has enabled the students to
resume their studies. These humanitarian activities are of great help in
reducing tensions between immigrant groups and Jewish communities
in Europe; they also lay a groundwork for understanding, tolerance,
cooperation, and attitudinal change toward Zionist organizations on the
part of human rights and governmental agencies.
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The four major projects on which the Center for Leadership focused over the year since the
last Zionist General Council, beyond its other activities, are:

1.AMI (Hebrew acronym for Future of Jewish Leadership) -
Program to develop a future generation of leadership

in Europe, in cooperation with ZWST (the German
organization of Jewish communities). This year 32

young people from 10 countries participated in two

Simcha Leibovich Frankfurt-based seminars, in November 2016 and
Director, Center for March 2017.
Leadership Seminar attendees were young people aged 25-35 who

have demonstrated leadership and involvement in their communities or
campuses. The training program covered material and skills necessary for
developing and operating selected projects in the communities.

The second seminar, reflecting cooperation with JDC-Israel, was also
attended by three FSU participants. Four additional seminars are planned
for the coming year, whose attendees will include professionals active in
European Jewish centers —reflecting our participation in the Global JCC
conference for JCC directors, and lectures we delivered.

2. In December 2016 a leadership development program was held for
40 leaders from France; participation in the Israeli-based program
was organized by the Diaspora Activities Department. The
participants engaged in leader training activity. The program
covered managerial and leadership skills, and offered hands-
on involvement and enrichment with relevant material. The
activity culminated in an empowering desert tour as part of
the When Ben-Gurion Met Moses program. During the program
the participants were challenged to choose projects for
development and implementation in their communities.

3. Onward - student seminars in Israel
The Center for Leadership won a tender to operate Onward
Israel's leadership seminars.
Onward brings hundreds of students, most of them former
Taglit-Birthright participants, to Israel for 8-week internships in
their fields of study. While in Israel the students attend several
seminars. The Center for Leadership was chosen to conduct
two 4-day seminars entitled Zionist Leadership Springs from
the Desert. The first seminar had 80 participants; the second
had 120.
Both seminars were held at Mitzpe Ramon and were
moderated by Center for Leadership staff.

4. Developing a Spanish-language leadership program in
cooperation with the Diaspora Activities Department
This initiative grew out of a request by a WZO representative in Latin America.
A joint Center for Leadership-Diaspora Activities Department team is developing the program and training
moderators to operate it.
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Organization Chair's Message - Eliezer Sheffer

Dear Friends — greetings from Jerusalem,

| am honored to present you with an overview of our major activities in 5777 (2016-2017), whose theme was the

50th anniversary of the unification of Jerusalem, Israel's capital. This year, 5778, is the 70th anniversary of Israel's
independence and sovereignty, as a Jewish state in our historical homeland of Eretz Israel. We conducted our activities
through a variety of programs, conferences, events, publications and online media that bring the Jewish and Israeli
experience to all Jews, wherever they may be.

Vision, mission, goals and objectives

1. Faithfully represent Judaism and the Jewish experience in Israel to all Jews, wherever they are

2. Encourage and develop friendly relations between Jewish synagogues and communities in the Diaspora and
their counterparts in Israel.

3. Create and maintain a dialogue forum for the world Orthodox leadership, and to make the shared voice heard.

Offer information and community communication services to synagogues and congregations, and to provide
Torah and Jewish learning in online form.

5. Represent Orthodox Judaism, its goals and needs in the governmental and national institutions.

Major projects

1. "Their voice has gone out through all the earth, their words to the end of the world"
Developing and advancing digital programs aimed at bringing the Jewish and Israeli experience to Jews the world
over —such as a website with tens of thousands of visitors, 17 YouTube clips, 1,500 "notes" and posts on Facebook,
and regular newsletters about what is going on in Israeli society.

2. Birkat Hallanot (Blessing of the Trees)
In the presence of Jerusalem's chief rabbis, Rabbi Shlomo
Amar and Rabbi Aryeh Stern, the blessing of the trees was said
at Ammunition Hill on the first day of the Hebrew month of
Nissan, 5777, in a ceremony marking the jubilee of Jerusalem's
unification. Speakers included the chief rabbis of Jerusalem,
Eliezer Sheffer and Shamai Kenan, who delivered greetings
from the KKL-JNF Chair, Danny Atar. David Ben Naeh — our
representative in the Zionist Administration -
moderated the event. The Zimratya Choir, directed
by Dr. Uri Aharon, gave a debut performance of the
Planter's Prayer composed by the late Rabbi Shear
Yashuv Cohen.

3. Planter's Prayer — Worldwide dissemination of
the Planter's Prayer in 7 languages and virtual
plantings on Keren Kayemeth Lelsrael-Jewish
National Fund's main planting website.

Pictured: Chief Ashkenazi Rabbi of Israel David Lau
planting a tree at Moshav Kfar Yavetz.

4. Shabbat Shalom Yerushalayim
Festive prayer service on the Shabbat just preceding
Jerusalem Day, marking the 50th anniversary of
Jerusalem's liberation — held at the Great Synagogue
in Jerusalem and in Diaspora Jewish communities.
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Major events, in pictures

Herzl Center/Museum
Board of Governors Chair,
Dr. Nissim Levy

Potential donors at

event

Herzl Center fundraising

event in the presence of

Defense Minister Avigdor
Lieberman

Professor Uzi Arad speaking about the
Herzl Conference at the fundraising
event hosted by Dr. Nissim Levy

Meeting about the Herzl Conference at the Herzl
Center, with Professor Uzi Arad
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Unit Director’s Message - Dubi Bergman

The Fundraising Unit was created a little over a year ago.

: During this time we have branded the idea of raising funds for WZO activities,
/ i international Zionist activities, which enjoy broad support across the entire political
= - B~ spectrum, in Israel and abroad.

Activities focus mainly on Hebrew language instruction and on inculcating and
realizing the vision of Binyamin Ze'ev Herzl

Department vision Main Department activities
Fundraising for WZO activities aimed at 1. Establish a Board of Governors for the Herzl
realizing the vision of Binyamin Ze'ev Herzl. Museum and Center.

2. Recruit members who contribute to the
Museum and Center.

3. Raise funds for the Herzl Museum and Center.

4. Donations are intended for the Museum's
maintenance, upgrading, and educational
activity, exemplified by the Center's My Flag
program for young children.

5. Build a memorial wall at the Herzl Museum
to honor notable figures, for Center/Museum
fundraising purposes.

6. The wall will perpetuate the memory of major
figures from all over the world. Memorial
plaques will be sized in accordance with
donation amounts.

7. Preparations for the international Herzl
Conference — annual event devoted to the
balance between Zionist vision, action, and
strategy.

8. Funding Hebrew language study in France
and Israel.

m—— | p—



Major Projects

1.

Hamshushalayim - Lamplight tour.

As part of the Jerusalem Municipality's Hamshushalayim festival, the
Herzl Center launched a series of tours by the light of oil lamps —a
nighttime experience in the Great Leaders of the Nation plot. The
evening ambience allows participants to glimpse less-known features
of the Mount of Remembrance.

New - the Museum is being made accessible to people with special
needs. Wishing to further an understanding of Herzl and his heritage

in all segments of Israeli society, the Center undertook a pedagogical
accessibility effort in which its materials and activities were adapted for
people with special needs, accommodating the full range of disabilities.
The Center's educational staff will be happy to advise all interested
parties on the accessible activities, to ensure that they are optimally
adapted to suit specific groups.

Special issue for the 120th anniversary of the Zionist Congress —
Herzl Center, with academic guidance provided by Professor Ariel
Feldstein, is currently producing a special publication intended for
educators, army commanders, youth movements, and WZO members.

The Jerusalem Advantage

In cooperation with the Jerusalem Municipality, every year the Herzl
Center hosts thousands of local pupils in Grades 4-10. The theme of
these visits is that of Jerusalem's unique capital city status, Herzl's
contribution in this sphere, and Mount Herzl as part of the urban fabric.

Army days

Jerusalem: Seeing the Whole — The Herzl Center is privileged to offer
all new IDF recruits an intensive seminar on Jerusalem and Zionism.
Last year over 5000 soldiers participated, and this is the tip of the
iceberg. Commander and soldier feedback indicate that participants
find the seminar meaningful. For many it has been the first time they
understood Mount Herzl's significance.

42
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The Herzl Museum has worked hard over the past year to make itself accessible to all segments
of the population. Its materials are now available in 7 different languages, and the facility is
accessible to people with special physical and cognitive needs. The Museum is also adapting to
serve people of all ages, from the younger school grades to the elderly, allowing everyone to feel
part of the eternal heritage bequeathed by the Visionary of the State.

A hundred and fifty thousand people from Israel and abroad visit the Center each year — soldiers
in uniform, families, tourists, new immigrants, and schoolchildren representing all segments of
Israeli society and all parts of the Jewish world.

The Herzl Center's Education Center continues to expand its range of activities, which
include workshops, innovative tours, training programs, and a variety of educational tools for
disseminating Herzl's legacy and the Zionist heritage at all levels of Israeli society

Herzl Center vision

The Herzl Museum is a dream come true. The dream
of many Zionist figures who wanted to build a bridge
between Zionism's glorious past and its future
generations, to ensure that the Visionary of the State,
his path and dream, would not be forgotten.

As part of the effort to expand both the Museum and
the populations that it serves, a Society of Friends was
recently created for the Museum, led by the donor Dr.
Nissim Levy. The Society's work plan, which aims to
advance and upgrade the Museum, was launched in
September.

This dream must continue to be pursued, improved and
disseminated — that is our mission and our pride!

Major Herzl Center activities

1. Museum visits — for ages 8 and over, in groups of
up to 35. A breathtaking and thought-provoking
audiovisual encounter with Herzl. Since October
2016, 90,000 people have visited the Museum:
pupils, soldiers, tourists, families, public institutions,
and more.

2. Dramatized tours — dramatized tours of Mount

Herzl that bring visitors into contact with the
various figures buried there: David Wolfson, the
NILI fighters, Ze'ev Jabotinsky, and Golda Meir. The
show is based on actual history, brought to life with
humor and charm. Over the past year 1,300 people
have participated in the tours..




Major Projects

1. Gaza Periphery
In keeping with the government decision to rehabilitate Gaza Periphery
localities following Operation Protective Edge, the Rural Growth and
Development Division launched a broad-based infrastructure repair
effort. Road and building repair, electrical work and renovation of
public buildings led to demographic growth and the localities are now
welcoming many new families from central Israel.

2. Manara
The locality of Manara, on
the Lebanese border, has for
years been mired in social and
demographic crisis. After a major
effort by the Rural Growth and
Development Division, in full
cooperation with the locality
administration and the regional
council, @ multi-year work plan
was prepared, aimed at resolving
the crisis and restoring Manara
to a path of growth. Last year 20 new families moved
to Manara, a new preschool opened, and absorption
committee activity re-intensified.

3. Jordan Valley
The Rural Growth and Development Division helped educational institutions operated by the
Timora organization, which works
with teen dropouts throughout
the country —in the localities
of Avnat, Mehola, and Brosh
HaBika. The combination of major
educational activity and residence
in peripheral localities is a source
of hope and growth for the entire
region.

{i-

4. Settlement connection
A special and important tour was recently held,
together with representatives of the Reform movement
from all over Israel, as part of the international
conference marking 50 years since Jerusalem's
liberation.
The WZO's Diaspora Activities Department, under Gusti
Braverman, asked the Division to organize this unique
tour.
The Reform group visited Judea and Samaria for the
first time, and gained first-hand knowledge of Gush Etzion, its landscapes and residents,
the importance as well as the challenges, complexity and difficulties of settlement there.
Face to face encounter and respectful dialogue, despite disagreements and reservations, is
unquestionably the basis for contact and connection between all parts of the Jewish people,
in Israel and the Diaspora.
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Reel Growot and Deselgpnent Division

Division Head’s Message - Gael Grunewald

Dear Friends,

Over the past year we worked hard to return the Rural Growth and Development
Division to regular activity. With the help of partners in the Knesset and the Israeli
government, we succeeded in legitimizing Division activity, through an amendment
to the World Zionist Organization-Jewish Agency Status Law.

So that the Law could be put into effect, a government decision was made to delegate governmental
authorities to the World Zionist Organization via the Rural Growth and Development Division. The aim is
to advance implementation of the government's policy on promoting rural settlement — agricultural and
communal.

| am pleased that the Israeli government chose to view the Rural Growth and Development Division
as an expert in the field of settlement development. Settlement development requires both locality-
specific attention and a larger view; it also entails deep familiarity with Israel's rural localities. | am
convinced that, with the broad support that the Division receives from the National Institutions in
general and from the World Zionist Organization in particular, we will be able to pursue this important
mission as effectively as possible, and continue to develop and strengthen rural settlement in the
Negev, Galilee, Judea, Samaria, Jordan Valley, and Golan Heights.

Division vision Main Division activities

The Rural Growth and Development 1. Reinforce the rural community through
Division will be the primary entity involved activity aimed at demographic growth,

in developing Israel's rural areas, and will community empowerment, and economic
foster continued settlement of the Land by strength

establishing localities and settlement garinim

(core groups), and by reinforcing and expanding
settlement in rural zones. 3. Develop a variety of settlement-based and

employment-oriented initiatives to increase
housing supply and attract people to the
periphery

N

Reinforce settlement in peripheral areas

4. Design, develop and establish localities and
settlement areas

5. Guide localities in crisis — handling specific
issues (social, communal, economic,
planning) while developing multi-year and
multidisciplinary work plans

6. Socio-economic assessment and guidance

7. Design and implement infrastructures and
public buildings of various kinds, for various
purposes

m%rm



Major Projects

1.

International Conference of Rabbis and Community
Leaders

In early January a hundred and forty rabbis from 40
different countries participated in the International
Conference of Rabbis and Community Leaders, organized
by the Center for Religious Affairs in the Diaspora.
The themes of the Conference were "50 years since
the liberation and reunification of Jerusalem" and
"the 120th anniversary of the First Zionist Congress."
The Conference comprised seven sessions. A Combat
Soldiers' Talk, moderated by Sivan Rahav Meir
and featuring paratroopers who helped liberate
Jerusalem, was held during the evening gala;
there was also an artistic program.

A day of the Conference was devoted to a

study tour, during which the participants visited
Ammunition Hill and heard about the battle there.

RCA rabbis' seminar

Dozens of rabbis and public figures took part in a
special day marking 50 years since Jerusalem's
liberation and unification, initiated by the

Center for Religious Affairs in the Diaspora,

in cooperation with the Rabbinical Council of
America (RCA).

The gathering was held in Weizmann Hall in the National Institutions Building — the venue where Israel's first
president, Chaim Weizmann, was sworn in.

Passover seder mission
As in other years, a ten-person delegation visited seven Diaspora

Jewish communities on behalf of the Center for Religious Affairs in
the Diaspora, to hold seders and religious-Zionist activities during
Passover.

Shabbaton in the Tallinn Jewish community

Yinon Asayag, a Ben-Ami shaliach in Estonia, held a
shabbaton for Jewish students in Tallinn, Estonia's
second-largest and capital city. Yinon is stationed
in Tallin, where he holds a wide array of community
activities. He also holds activities in the cities of
Tartu and Kohtla-Jarve.

4-booklet set on major Zionist figures and events
In honor of the 120th anniversary of the First Zionist
Congress, the Center produced a booklet on events
and major figures in the history of the Zionist
movement, in four languages: Hebrew, English,

Spanish, and German. 43 e w
Poster competition marking the S

50th anniversary of Jerusalem’s -y ki L

liberation "3'25_
In honor of the 50th anniversary 5 . _

of Jerusalem's liberation, a
scholarship awards event was
held for outstanding designers
who participated in a poster
competition celebrating the
milestone. The competition was
initiated by the Center.




Message from the Center’s Head - Rabbi Yechiel Wasserman

The Center for Religious Affairs in the Diaspora works to strengthen Jewish-Zionist
identity and the sense of connection to the Jewish people and its heritage, to
nurture the relationship with Israel, and to underscore Israel's centrality and
importance in Jewish life.

In order to achieve these goals in the Diaspora Orthodox communities and the
Jewish community centers, the Center provides religious services in the Diaspora — wide-ranging and
varied activities targeting rabbis and the Jewish communities. Shlichim Toraniim or religious emissaries
deployed in the various countries also assist with the activities, as do the Department's Ben Ami-
Planting Zionism shlichim, via religious programs and services from Israel.

« Conferences, "shabbaton" retreats, training and in-service for community rabbis
+  Ben-Ami - Planting Zionism

*  Special events

+ Jewish experience

* Publications and educational kits

The world is becoming a small, dynamic global village, making it very important to strengthen Jewish
identity. Accordingly, the Department staff work hard to adapt Department activities to the spirit of the

age

Department vision Main Department activities

Strengthen the Jewish people's connection with 1. A.5eminars and in-service training for rabbis
the Jewish heritage and to reinforce Jewish- B. Annual international conference for rabbis
Zionist identity and community leaders

N

. A. Ben-Ami shlichim to small communities
B. Brief shaliach missions for the High
Holidays and Passover

3. Educational and Jewish-Zionist publications
4. Bar/bat mitzvah programs, Hanukah caravan

5. Events: Jerusalem Day, Israel Independence
Day, Tu Bishvat seders.

Nurture the sense of connection to the State of
Israel, and to underscore Israel's centrality to
Diaspora Jewish life

Make the Jewish-Zionist issue part of communal
and social media discourse.
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Major Projects

1.

Hebrew ulpanim worldwide

As noted, the Department's flagship project is its worldwide
ulpan network. During the 2016-2017 school year, 270 ulpan
classes were opened in Argentina, the US, Belgium, Brazil, the
UK, Canada, and France. Of course we have no intention of
slowing down during the new school year (2017-2018); from
October the Department will be operating 90 ulpan classes in
France and Belgium, 20 in the UK, 15 in the US and Canada,
30 in Argentina, and 11 in Brazil, for a total of 166 classes.
The next stage (December 2017) will feature the opening

of another 170 classes, bringing the total number of ulpan
classes worldwide to over 300.

Israelis successfully encourage aliya

The most effective promoters of aliya — successful Israelis
acting as first-line goodwill ambassadors for Israel — speak before target
audiences. The project's opening shot was fired this summer in French Jewish
communities where end-of-year ceremonies were held for ulpanim that we
had established around the country. These audiences were addressed by
Mordechai (Motaleh) Spiegler — a true Israeli sports legend. In the coming
school year the project will be strengthened by government ministry support.
We are certain that additional public and governmental bodies will join forces
with us to ensure real success for this important project.

New consciousness and aliya fairs

Aliya fair — As part of a national program to promote aliya, the Department
held an aliya fair in June in Brooklyn, with assistance from the Ministry of Aliya
and Integration — Ofek Israel. A street was turned into "Little Israel" during the
fair.

Solidarity flotilla — The Israel solidarity flotilla is an initiative of the Aliya Promotion Department and

the American Forum of Russian Jewry. The flotilla became an impressive demonstration of American

Jews' solidarity with the State of Israel. It passed under the Statue of Liberty and anchored near the UN
Headquarters in Manhattan. The flotilla captains were the Minister of Aliya and Integration, Sofa Landver, and
the head of the Aliya Promotion Department, Marina Rosenberg-Koritny.
Regular monthly activity — Our shlichim and representatives in the US,
the UK and Canada also hold monthly aliya fairs, regular meetings with
target populations, Israel and Jerusalem days, and more. All of these
efforts are successful and garner positive feedback.

Photo: Israel solidarity flotilla on the Hudson

Global impact through media - hasbara activity online and in the media,
and research studies:

Department website: Habayta ("Going Home") — The site is operated in
the Domoy.org (Russian for "Going Home") domain.
The site and the department Facebook page are
effective and creative tool for explaining WZO
objectives and for two-way communication with
the target populations.

In-depth studies that shed light on the reasons

for present-day aliya and the circumstances in
which it occurs. The studies found that women are
the deciding factor in family aliya decisions, and
Department planning will reflect this finding.

*Trivia game Habayta ("Going Home") — a game
that tells the story of 120 years of Zionism. All the
target audiences found the game very interesting.
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home to their country.

Message of the Department Head - Marina Rosenberg Koritny

"A country cannot exist without a people, and a people cannot exist without a country." This
statement clearly expresses the relationship between the Jewish state and that part of the Jewish
people that still lives in the Diaspora.

The Jewish people's most important project of the 20th century was the establishment of the
State of Israel. In the 21st century, however, the most crucial project is that of bringing all Jews

Success in this endeavor will ensure the success of both the Jewish people and the State of Israel. To ensure realization
of this project — the centerpiece of the Zionist vision — the Aliya Promotion Department was created two years ago. The
Department has been working hard since its establishment and will continue to do so

Department vision

In October 2015 the 37th Zionist Congress was held
in Jerusalem. One of its major resolutions was the
creation of the Aliya Promotion Department.

The great immigration wave of the 1990s that brought
over a million olim to Israel has ended. In an era of
globalization, the concept of the ingathering of the
exiles — the supreme embodiment of the Zionist

idea — has lost its appeal for many Jews. Yet even
those Diaspora Jews who do not regard aliya as the
sole option for realizing their national, religious,
cultural and personal aspirations, nevertheless
understand the importance of maintaining a spiritual
connection to Israel. At the same time, globalization
generates innumerable new options for interpersonal
communication — at the personal, interest-group,
community, and online levels.

It is precisely in creating, maintaining and
strengthening the connection with Diaspora Jewry — a
connection that ultimately encourages immigration to
Israel — that the Aliya Promotion Department is active.
Again, a new era requires new approaches, modes

of action and ideas - in other words: creativity. It is

in this spirit that the Department has operated since
its establishment, under the leadership of Marina
Rosenberg-Koritny, who herself immigrated to Israel
from Kazakhstan in 1995 and has since come a long
way — from her first job as a schoolteacher to her
appointment as head of a World Zionist Organization
department.
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Main Department activities

1.

Generate/reinforce Zionist motivation and assist
with aliya preparations — Today all those who

are "aliya eligible" know that they can immigrate
whenever they want to. However, not everyone is
motivated to take this step. That is why we need
to create and strengthen Zionist consciousness
among Diaspora Jews and urge them toward the
decision to immigrate. The next step — preparing
for aliya - consists of language study, checking into
employment possibilities, choosing a place to live,
learning about immigrants' rights and obligations,
developing personal aliya plans.

Studying Hebrew — We believe that studying Hebrew
is the most essential of all the stages noted above,
and we therefore place special emphasis on it at this
point. Knowing the language is the most important
factor in creating a national consciousness, and

is also the most crucial condition for successful
absorption. For this reason we are establishing

and expanding ulpan (Hebrew study) networks in
different countries, recruiting pupils, finding and
training teachers. Our ulpan network, which spread
across the globe within so short a time, is our
flagship operation.

Reinforce Diaspora Jews' sense of connection to

the State of Israel — Every Jew is part of the Jewish
people, and so it is important to strengthen each
individual's sense of connection to the State

and the Land of Israel. This means working with
Jewish communities and their institutions, and
trying to reach all Jews, wherever they may be. The
Department is investing great effort and creativity

in this endeavor, both in the online/media sphere
(the Department's website, social media, interviews
and publications in local media outlets, etc.) and in a
wide variety of projects and initiatives — delegations
of leading publicists, seminars, encounters, aliya
fairs, Israel solidarity flotillas and marches, and
creative hasbara material..



4.

Israeli Mitzvah

In the Israeli Mitzvah program, a joint effort with Havaya, bar- and bat-
mitzvah aged children are taught pluralistic Jewish-Israeli content, for
those who want to go beyond the traditional religious ceremony and
prepare their children for this rite of passage in a manner compatible
with their values and way of life

Leadership course for Ethiopian teens

A program for young people of Ethiopian origin, aimed at instilling

a sense of responsibility and leadership vis-a-vis the community.

We believe in the leadership abilities of every participant. The
participants will attend empowering values-oriented workshops that
will reinforce the connection to their community and country, and
develop their ability to make an impact. The program will culminate
in a joint trip to Ethiopia, where the teens will learn about the place
from which their families came and how their personal stories fit into
the larger Zionist narrative.

Hatzuya [Split]

"In Israeli-speak I'm Ella, in Amharic I'm Almanash. Both voices speak
in my head. One wants me to know and preserve my Ethiopian

roots, the other tells me I'd better change and fix my identity — and
fast. Through the prism of my Israelification efforts, a millennia-old
Jewish-Ethiopian voice whispers to me and tries to burst forth, into
my current world." Split is a show that poses questions of identity
and belonging; the audience learns about the complexity of life as
an Ethiopian-Israeli. The Zionist Enterprises Department supports the
show and is helping its creators reach a wide audience.

Return to the Declaration of Independence

In 2018 Israel will celebrate its 70th year of independence. We see
this as an opportunity to return to the document that declared the
State's establishment. To talk about what Zionism is today, to instill
pride in the country's pupils, to teach them the story of how Israel
was founded, to strengthen their sense of connection to the State,
and to underscore that Israel's existence cannot be taken for granted.
We will do this in the spirit of the Declaration of Independence - our
everlasting ethical compass. The project, now under development,
will offer school-based pupil workshops and teacher training.
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Lionist Ea‘%&sa DW
Department Head’s Message - Dror Morag

On assuming my duties as head of the Zionist Enterprises Department, | chose Herzl's vision as a
driving vision for the Department's activity.

I'm pleased to present you with our recent activities, which are informed by values of tikkun
olam, social justice, and reinforcing Zionist identity.

120 years after the First Zionist Congress, and 70 years after the founding of the State, there can
be no doubt that the World Zionist Organization is more relevant than ever to the realization of
these values

Department vision

The Zionist Enterprises Department will strive to instill and strengthen Zionist and Jewish ethics, by inculcating
values of tikkun olam and social justice, in the spirit of Herzl's model society. We believe that social activity on
behalf of all Israeli citizens, and all human beings, is one of the pillars of Zionism. From its outset, the Zionist
movement sought to relieve Jewish suffering. It is only natural that today's Zionism should aspire to reduce the
suffering of all Israelis, and to work in the spirit of Zionism's leading figures, who were lovers of peace, justice,
and humanity.

Major Projects

1. The Magshimim youth movements
The Magshimim youth movements are the jewel in the crown of the Zionist movement. Encouraging
young, idealistic people from around the world to fulfill themselves and immigrate to Israel is of supreme
importance. We work to strengthen the Magshimim movements and deepen their connection with the WZO:
In the coming year four continent-wide seminars will be held for members of all of the movements, and we
have started developing a Graduate Communities Circle — a support network for movement graduates who
have made aliya. We have also decided to place "antennae" in some
countries — local activists who will coordinate the activity of all of the
movements in their countries, foster cooperation between the various gragmeoagne NOIN SRsmEs o
movements, and deepen the connection to the WZO.

2. International Bible Contest for Adults
The Zionist Enterprises Department is responsible for organizing
all stages of the Contest abroad. We wish to significantly increase
the number of those registering for the online exams, from all over
the world. The target population is Jews aged 23 and over from all
countries except Israel where a Jewish community exists, with a high $l=r 1 o -
level of Bible knowledge and interest. In order to reach this population = ’ o g -
we are launching a digital marketing project via social media. In the . g P g :
meantime we are holding preparatory meetings with Education

Ministry personnel and representatives of other WZO departments in Y .
the participating countries. S S W
hitrodmnl gt e

3. Mofet - Social Accelerator b T e
The Department's flagship project, an accelerator that fosters m e iz o i

social justice and tikkun olam activity on the part of young social
entrepreneurs, in the spirit of Herzl's model society. We have
identified 40 entrepreneurs with ideas for social projects, and they
are taking part in a 10-week training course in Haifa, Be'er-Sheva,
Jerusalem and Tel Aviv. The course includes lectures by leading figures
in their fields, as well as personal and group guidance. In Phase 2, the eight most promising projects will be
awarded grants and the entrepreneurs provided with guidance so that their ideas can be transformed into
reality — another step toward improving Israeli civil society.
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Major Projects

1.

Teaching shlichut
The WZO recruits, screens and guides teacher-shlichim for Diaspora schools.
Our aim is to deepen pupils' understanding of Jewish heritage, increase their knowledge of Hebrew, and
deepen their connection to Israel. This year over 220 teacher-
shlichim are active in the Diaspora.

Conferences and Hebrew missions worldwide
Through the organization of large scale conferences in

Israel and abroad, the Department strives to bring teachers,
coordinators, shlichim, directors and organizations together

in order to advance the cause of Hebrew worldwide. This year
these conferences were held in North America, France and the
UK. We also handled 5 different Hebrew teacher delegations
to Israel from abroad.

Strengthening young Israelis' sense of
Zionism - mechinot (pre-army programs) and
Year of Service

Over the course of the year the Education
Department, in cooperation with the Joint
Council of Pre-Military Academies, runs
seminars for the pre-military academies and for
Year of Service participants, to augment their
Jewish-Zionist education.

Over 4,000 Year of Service and mechina
participants were exposed to Department
material this past year. The Department is also
involved in training courses for the mechina instructors
and directors, and in beit midrash programs for mechina
and Year of Service graduates.

Herzl - a Dream Come True

The Education Department, in cooperation with the Orna
Porat Theater for Children and Youth, offers a unique
option for deepening the younger Diaspora generation's
connection to Israel and Zionism.

The show — Herzl: the Dream that Came True, tells the
story of the Zionist visionary, who changed the course
of history when his personal dream caused the dream

of millions of others to be realized. The young audience learns about his life story, his many journeys, his
relationships with family and friends, meetings with world leaders, doubts and dreams, moments of joy and
distress and, above all — his uncompromising pursuit of his goal. The play sends a powerful message about
faith and vision and paints a portrait of a true Zionist leader.

Over the past year, Herzl: the Dream that Came True
toured New York, New Jersey, Chicago, Palo Alto,
Miami and Venezuela.

Due to high demand, next year the show will tour
the Jewish communities of Romania, Hungary,
Australia, Canada, and the US — a total of 5 rounds of
performances.
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Edvcation DW
Department Head’s Message - Silvio Joskowicz

Dear Zionist General Council Members,

The Education Department promotes the study of Hebrew, Judaism and Zionism in the Diaspora.
By increasing the number of teacher-shlichim abroad and holding conferences around the world,
it strives to reinforce Diaspora-Israeli ties through education.

Two years ago | was privileged to be appointed head of the Education Department.
We have continued operating effective projects and have initiated new projects, yet the road ahead is long.

There is no better time to "make a reckoning" than the end of the Hebrew year and the start of the New Year. We are
looking back at the Department's many achievements and preparing for the challenges that await us in the coming year.

Shana ("year") in Hebrew is not just a unit of time.

It is also a verb that means "to change" - to take an existing situation and strive for different outcomes. Change requires
us not to accept the status quo as inevitable, but as a temporary situation that we can improve and renew.

And shana has another meaning as well: to study — because change comes about through learning.

| am grateful to the Department's devoted employees in Israel and the Diaspora for changing the face of Zionist
education.

Sincerely,

Silvio Joskowicz — Head of the Education Department

Department vision Main Department activities

To realize the vision of the Jerusalem plan: "To ensure 1. Position the World Zionist Organization as a major

the future and the unity of the Jewish people by Zionist education organization.
promoting Jewish, Hebrew and Zionist education 2. Reinforce Jewish-Zionist identity and ties to Israel
through the cultivation of Jewish spiritual and cultural through the Hebrew language.
values and the inculcation of Hebrew as the language 3. Cooperate with the Israeli government to promote

of the nation." The Department aspires to a central role and operate Zionist education projects.

in Jewish-Zionist education. 4. Expand WZO activity in formal and informal

education systems.

5. Create and produce innovative and technologically
sophisticated Zionist educational aids.
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Major Projects

1. Mochileros - how did we not think of this before?
During last year's (5777) High Holidays, we sent a first small Mochileros delegation to three Argentinean
communities, for a brief, two-month Zionist volunteering mission. A second delegation, twice the size of
the first, went for the Passover/national Israeli holiday period, and right now the third Mochileros group is
returning from a successful mission to seven communities in Argentina
and Mexico. The project's dizzying expansion rate, the participants'
enthusiasm on both departure and return, the communities' amazing
mobilization, and the desire of other communities to join the program,
are a source of satisfaction and make us feel that we are doing the
right thing! It's so right, so hands-on and enriching for all involved,
that we can't figure out how we didn't think of it sooner ...

2. Walking on "Thin Ice"
In November 2016 we started a new tradition — an annual
conference with Ben-Gurion University: On Thin Ice.
The conference is intended for pre-army program
participants, university students and the public
at large, who are invited to take part in dialogue
circles on major issues relating to Israeli society
and Zionism, inspired by the Beit Ha'am program.
The first conference addressed the tension between
human rights and security needs, and was honored
by the presence of former Supreme Court president
Aharon Barak. This year's conference, to be held in
November, will explore the tension inherent in Israel
as a Jewish and democratic state. The conference will
be inaugurated by author A. B. Yehoshua and Noble
laureate Israel (Robert) Aumann. Hundreds have
already committed to attending.

3. Cookingin Hebrew
More and more Cooking Hebrew groups opened this past year in North America. The project started last
year, was publicized by word of mouth, and took off. Currently we are taking things to the next level and
completing production of a 12-session series, Cooking Hebrew Tachles that, in addition to cooking, will also
teach Hebrew and provide cultural/textual background on each
month's Jewish holidays.

4. Beit HaAm on Wheels trips
Last year Department staff made 4 Beit Ha'am trips to North
America — Canada, New York, Colorado and Arizona — where they
introduced Zionist discourse to distant communities. We also held
innumerable local Beit Ha'am meetings on Jewish/Israeli holidays
and other topics of interest, such as Jewish/Israeli veganism.

Our special supplement on the frozen Western Wall plan was
"borrowed" for activity in a variety of other frameworks.
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DW DM%&@ Activities

Department Head’s Message - Gusti Yehoshua Braverman

"We are a people infected with hope," wrote Israeli poet Yehuda Amichai. That may explain
how, over the course of history, we faced and overcame so many obstacles and threats. That
may also be why the year since the Zionist General Council last convened - a year in which we
of the World Zionist Organization worked in a state of economic uncertainty that threatened to
paralyze the entire institution — was experienced by the Department as an especially productive

year. Thanks to the creativity and commitment of the Department staff, in Israel and the Diaspora,

not only did we not suffer a slowdown, but we actually increased our activity. We launched an
annual conference in cooperation with Ben-Gurion University — On Thin Ice. We produced new Beit Ha'Am programs
in response to issues on the Diaspora Jewish agenda; we launched a new journey — Between Memory and Forgetting
—in Europe and Latin America, expanded the Beit Ha'am on Wheels tour in North America, and reached dozens of
communities with discussions on Israel and Zionism. We expanded the Cooking Hebrew program and the Tachles
programs. This year we started what is turning out to be the "cherry on the cake" - the Mochileros ("Backpackers")
program —in which post-army Israelis spend two months volunteering in small Latin American communities.

This year also proved to be a year of increased cooperation with the federations: We became involved in
strengthening a number of federations, while in others we created collaborative programs. In the coming year,
Israel's 70th, the Department plans to further this trend and see more federations playing an active role in
reinforcing Zionist identity and sense of connection to Israel. Cooperation with Hagshama movements and
various streams and organizations also continues to increase and manifests in concrete activity.

| would like to take this opportunity to invite you to be partners in two new initiatives: In November we want to
celebrate Zionism Month. A "daf yomi" — daily study page — on Zionism will be published, and we would be pleased
if you would distribute it to your friends. And at the end of the month, the first Beit Ha'am conference is going to be
held in Paris — the |-vision conference. A multifaceted experience of learning, discussion, and cultural events on the
topic of Israeli-Diaspora relations and the meaning of Zionism in the 21st century.

We invite you to be active partners in shaping our future as a people and as a country. "If you will it, it is no dream!"

Department vision

The Diaspora Activities Department works to
strengthen Diaspora Jewry in three main spheres:
identity, identification, and Israel:

*Reinforcing the Zionist identity of young men and

women from a place of questioning, doubt, deepening,

and dialogue.

*Reinforcing Diaspora Jewry's identification with
Zionist values as an infinite ideal.

*And reinforcing Israel's position as a central value in
the lives of Jews living in the Diaspora.

The Department devotes special effort to developing,
strengthening, and deepening the relationship
between the younger generation (ages 20-45) and the
State of Israel, through ongoing dialogue on questions
of Zionist identity and attitudes toward Israel.

The Department's main target population for Diaspora
activity is the Zionist federations, organizations,
Hagshama movements, students, and young people in
general..

Main Department activities

1. Encourage Zionist dialogue by developing
platforms for educational/Zionist discussion on
major issues of Jewish identity — exemplified by the
growing and diversifying Beit Ha'am program.

2. Strengthen and infuse a spirit of youthfulness in
the Zionist federations — making the federations
meaningful and central vehicles for community-
based Zionist activity.

3. Bringtoday's Israel to the Diaspora through a variety
of cultural/Zionist activities — such as Cooking
Hebrew, Tachles, alternative kabbalat Shabbat
services-LSD, creative content and special Jerusalem
Day activities to mark 50 years since the city's
unification, a Latin American Zionist Quiz, and more.

4. Reach small and distant communities — Connecting
these communities to Zionist activity and reinforcing
their ties to Israel, through the Mochileros program
in Latin America, and the Beit Ha'am on Wheels
tours in Europe and North America.

5. Leadership development —through large leadership
seminars in the US, bringing dozens of French
leaders to a program in Israel, training young leaders
for the Zionist federations from within the MASA
participant population, and working with young
leader groups on campuses in the US and Germany.
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Major Projects

1.

Conferences and seminars on countering anti-Semitism
The Department holds periodic conferences and seminars,
both in Israel and abroad, on how to contend with anti-
Semitic and anti-Israeli activity. Participants attend lectures
and workshops that give them information and skills for
countering manifestations of anti-Semitism. In 2017 regional
seminars were held in France, Hungary and the US; a
conference in Israel, held jointly with Bar-Ilan University, was
attended by Knesset members and experts on the topic.

Zionist and Heritage Quiz

The Activities in Israel Department, in cooperation
with the Ministry of Jerusalem Affairs and Heritage
and Channel 10, sponsors a quiz that connects
Zionist families from all over Israel and the world
and culminates in a major final event broadcast the
night after Israel Independence Day on Channel 10.
Preparations for the quiz include local and regional
quizzes throughout Israel and the Diaspora. This year
ten families made it to the finals, including — for the
first time — a US-based family. The Quiz is a great
success; it has enjoyed wide media coverage and high
television ratings in the past four years.

Zionist Congress for Youth
The Activities in Israel Department, via the Zionist Council, holds the
annual Zionist Congress for Youth. This year's Congress, the 36th,
was held in Emek HaMa'ayanot (Valley of Springs), in northern Israel.
As in other years, the Congress attracted hundreds of teens from all
over the country. Participants enjoy two days of learning, tours and
visits to places of interest; they discuss current Israeli social issues,
talk about Zionism, and encounter other teens representing a range of religious beliefs, political opinions,
lifestyles, and places of residence.

Recreating Heritage Events project

The Activities in Israel Department, in cooperation with the Ministry of Jerusalem Affairs and Heritage, works
to recreate significant events in the history of Zionism and Jewish life in Eretz Israel, such as the Declaration
of Independence, the Tower and Stockade

settlement effort, the illegal Jewish immigration of

the late Mandate period, the 29th of November, and ‘ : — -

more.
. . arxaY yan
Documenting 1967 project

The Department launched a project to document
Six-Day War combatants. In the project framework,
combatants who took part in the Six-Day War will

be documented in video form, so that their stories
may be preserved for future generations, as part of
the Israeli heritage. This project was preceded by
the 1948 Generation project, which was successfully
completed after an extensive documentation effort. Y

L'Chaim Yerushalayim project

L'Chaim Yerushalayim brought hundreds of non-
affiliated young Jews from all over the world
together to celebrate Jerusalem Week with us,
marking 50 years since the city's unification. The
young Diaspora Jews were hosted by Israeli families
and, together, created their own personal Jerusalem
experience. They attended cultural events, shows,
excursions, encounters; visited major Jewish
heritage sites; took part in culinary tours; and more.
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Activities in Jrael and] dezfe/‘y Auti-Semitism Dipartnent

Department Head’s Message - Yaakov Hagoel, Deputy and
Acting Chair of the World Zionist Organization

This is a year of major milestones in the Jewish-Zionist world: the 120th anniversary of the
First Zionist Congress in Basel, the 100th anniversary of the Balfour Declaration, the 70th
anniversary of the UN vote recognizing our right to a Jewish state in Eretz Israel, and the
50th anniversary of Jerusalem's liberation and reunification.

-
T

In this momentous year, we are looking to the future and successfully fostering unity through innumerable events
and initiatives that dovetail with the WZO vision and, more specifically, with the Department's goals. Intensive
efforts to raise awareness of the struggle against anti-Semitism, to reinforce the Jewish and Zionist identity of
young people in Israel and the Diaspora, to restore Israeli communities to the sense of identity that tends to fade
when living abroad - all these and more are being emphasized this year.

The conferences held around the world on countering anti-Semitism and the boycott movements have attracted
hundreds of participants who are learning how to address these issues and are becoming ambassadors to their
home communities.

For a fourth year, tens of thousands of families are competing in our successful Zionist Quiz, which encourages
both the younger and older generations to learn, together, about Zionist concepts, Jewish history, and current
events.

Zionist realization continues with the Zionist Congress for Youth, a heritage site reconstruction project,
documentation of Six-Day War combatants, the L'Chaim Yerushalayim initiative, and dozens of important and
successful Department projects.

With Herzl's vision before us, we will continue, this year as well, to advance the Zionist idea, to boost Jewish-
Zionist identity, and to counter anti-Semitism in all of its forms..

Department vision Main Department activities

The Activities in Israel and Countering Anti-Semitism 1. Strengthening Jewish-Zionist identity and ties to
Department, headed by Yaakov Hagoel, strives to the Israel among Israelis in Israel and abroad.
strengthen Jewish-Zionist identity and deepen
the sense of belonging to Israel among Israelis in
Israel and abroad, and to position the World Zionist
Organization as an international umbrella organization
for countering anti-Semitism and manifestations of
hatred toward Jews and the State of Israel. 3. Deepening cooperation with the Israeli government
in promoting and operating Zionist projects.

2. Reinforcing World Zionist Organization efforts to
counter anti-Semitism and manifestations of hatred
toward Jews, through regional conferences on
these issues in Israel and around the world.

4. Intensifying WZO social media and web-
based efforts to counter anti-Semitism, via the
Communication Center.

5. Holding events on Zionist topics and
commemorating important dates in Zionist history,
to position the WZO as Israel's leading Zionist
organization.

6. Reinforcing screening and placement processes for
shlichim, and expanding the various shlichut tracks.

r——— p—



/Vlajyj[m the Directrr gmm/j/
the WZ0 — EL Coben

And here we are again ...

A year has passed since we held Zionist General Council 37/2, against the background of great
and important challenges, and serious problems.

And now we have gathered once again, to discuss a major and fundamental issue — the
constitution — and to offer you a glimpse of the World Zionist Organization's extensive activity in
Israel and across the globe.

It would be impossible to include here every activity of the WZO and its departments, so this
booklet mentions just a few ...

Although the budget agreement with KKL-INF still requires additions and cooperation
agreements with government ministries and other entities, it nevertheless has enabled and is
enabling WZO activity to expand.

Progress is being made on administrative, organizational, and computerization issues, open
positions have been filled, the shlichut map is growing and defining our presence in the
Diaspora's holy communities.

The aim is to enable the specific departments carry out their activity through the Zionist
programs that the WZO brings to the greater Jewish world.

The work is vast and, like the title of the main event marking the 120th anniversary of the First
Zionist Congress — this is just the beginning!!!

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the WZO's chair, executive leadership, senior
management and all of its employees for their determination and persistence in the effort to
build an exemplary Zionist society.

Sincerely,

Eli Cohen
Director General, World Zionist Organization

)
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Numerous events are underway that testify to extensive World Zionist Organization activity in
2017, aimed at marking 120 years of Zionism and 50 years since Jerusalem's unification. The
Departments Report provides a tangible and diverse picture of this activity.

A few weeks ago the main event marking the 120th anniversary of the First Zionist Congress was
held at Mount Herzl, in the presence of Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and Mrs. Netanyahu.
The thousands who participated in the event included Knesset members, mayors, local and
regional council heads, the heads of the Jewish Agency and Keren Hayesod, members of the
Zionist Executive and the Zionist General Council, members of the Magshimim movements from
around the world, new immigrants, soldiers, members of the Zionist Council from all over Israel,
and employees of the World Zionist Organization. The event was held in cooperation with the
Prime Minister's Office. The program featured selected Zionist narratives reflecting WZO activity,
past and present. This was the first time an event of this magnitude was produced by the World
Zionist Organization. We wish to note the dedication, professionalism, and skill displayed by
WZO0O employees regarding all aspects of the event, under the guidance of Director General Eli
Cohen.

The current Zionist General Council session will address proposed changes to the World Zionist
Organization Constitution. Changes of such scope to the WZO Constitution have not been

on the Zionist General Council agenda for a very long time, and | wish us all success in this
important endeavor.

Avraham Duvdevani

Chairman, Zionist Administration
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